BLACKPOOL COUNCIL

REPORT

of the

HEAD OF DEMOCRATIC SERVICES

to 

SOUTH SHORE AREA PANEL 

SOUTH SHORE AREA FORUM MEETING 
HELD ON MONDAY 22ND JULY 2013
Prior to the opening of the meeting, ‘market place’ stands provided information relating to Blackpool, Wyre and Fylde Council for Voluntary Service, the Fire Service, Blackpool Clinical Commissioning Group and consultation regarding the Early Morning Restriction Order.
1.
Introduction

The Chairman, Mr Christopher Smith, welcomed residents to the Forum and introduced the Councillors present as Councillor Green and Councillor Cox (Squires Gate ward) and  Councillor Evans and Councillor Stansfield (Stanley ward). He also introduced the Community Representatives present as Mr Christopher Jarvis, Mrs Barbara Charlton and Ms Shirley Matthews. Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Henderson MBE and Mrs Carole Holmes MBE.
Also in attendance were representatives from Lancashire Constabulary and the Fire Service, Mrs Sarah Robinson, Mr Iain Girvan and Ms Shirley Proctor-Dow, Neighbourhood Services, Mr Matthew Edwards, Transportation and Ms Catherine Jones, clerk to the Forum.

Following the introductions, the Chairman advised on various aspects of general housekeeping. 

2.
Community Report – “You said…….we did”

Following an invitation from the Chairman, Mrs Robinson, Head of Neighbourhood Services South, presented the Forum with an overview of the role of the Neighbourhood Services team.  
Mrs Robinson updated the Forum on Neighbourhood activities undertaken in the South Shore area since the meeting in May 2013. At that meeting, neighbourhood priorities had been identified as highways, road safety and environment. 

In the South Shore area, between April and June 2013, there had been 4 reports of graffiti, 10 noise nuisance incidents, 30 cleansing requests and 80 reports of fly tipping. This compared to a total of 20 graffiti incidents, 362 noise nuisance, 3687 cleansing requests and 1434 fly tipping reports across the town as a whole. 
A total of 47 ‘Caught Doing Right’ cards had been issued between April and June 2013. The Neighbourhoods team had been talking to responsible dog owners and it appeared that whilst the majority of owners had been picking up after their dogs, enforcement tools could be used if required. The Forum was urged to advise the Neighbourhoods team if they knew of regular offenders not picking up after their dogs.   
The official launch of Highfield Road Park had taken place on Saturday 20th July 2013 and had been successful. Young persons’ activities, including free weekly tennis coaching session were also taking place in the park. The Neighbourhoods team could provide more details on request. As requested by the Forum, the fencing within the park had been repaired. 
In terms of Community Payback and the ‘Justice Seen Justice Done’ campaign, the Forum was shown images of improvement work that had been carried out in Highfield Road Park and to the rear of Ash Street / Lodore Road. An issue had since been raised regarding more rubbish in this area and this was to be cleared the following day (23rd July). Whilst there was a high demand for the ‘Justice Seen Justice Done’ service, residents were encouraged to contact the Council if there were any areas in which it could be used.    
The Chairman, Mr Chris Smith, provided the Forum with an update on the Area Panel meeting from 12th June 2013: 

· Highways issues were to be addressed as part of the Forum meeting.
· Fly tipping in the area was continuing to be addressed.
· The weed spraying programme had been completed. Areas were now only being sprayed where it had been specifically requested.  

· The topic of community involvement would be brought to the Forum in October. Other areas were setting up sub groups to deal with specific issues and the Chairman was to see how this worked.
Mrs Robinson continued her presentation by updating residents on progress made against issues raised at the previous Forum, as follows:
	You Said….


	We did….

	How often was the grass cut outside Highfield Day Centre?


	A Service Level Agreement with Neighbourhood Services was in place and the grass was being cut on a fortnightly basis.


	The garage on School Road had been reported to Trading Standards. Was there an update?

	The Planning Enforcement team was investigating the situation and needed to be given time to do this properly. 


	Could the position of the bus stop outside Lytham Road Health Centre be changed?


	The cost of relocating the bus stop was in excess of £10,000. Funding was not available to facilitate this. 


	What happened to logs raised with Customer First about Dog Fouling?


	The jobs were passed to the animal wardens and Neighbourhoods Services for action. Cleaning was carried out and monitoring was considered, dependent upon the number of calls received. Forum members were requested to provide information regarding irresponsible dog ownership and hot spot areas.



	Could bins be provided for Lostock Gardens and an awareness event organised?


	Responsible dog ownership patrols had been carried out and owners spoken with. All those spoken to were carrying bags to enable them to pick up fouling should it occur. Litter appeared to be at an acceptable standard and there did not appear to be a need for street litter bin. The Neighbourhoods team would continue to monitor the situation.


	Dogs on Fishers Field – What was classified as a children's play area and a wider public area? Would dogs be banned?


	The final 2 of 4 dog control orders would be introduced in the next week. 

There were changes to restrictions on the Promenade and beaches. Dogs were not allowed on the beach between north and south pier, from 1st May to 30th September inclusive, unless the owner was registered blind or had an assistance dog.
Dogs were now allowed on Bridleways and in relation to Fishers Field, there were restrictions on the designated play area and other orders, such as direction to put on a lead, could be used on the open green space. Signage was to be erected.


	Would the road be fixed prior to the yellow lines being laid on Lindale Gardens?


	Project 30 was programmed to be working in this area in early 2014, but there was a requirement for double yellow lines before this work was planned. If it was possible, the works would be coordinated. 


	Linfield Terrace – Fly tipping and dumped rubbish in an unadopted alley. What action could be taken?


	The Council was not required to clear unadopted alleyways, but fly tipping on unadopted areas was assessed for risks to health. Where items were food waste or combustible materials they were removed. Inert materials were not removed. Areas would need to be assessed individually.


	The small park area at Kingsmede had been vandalised. 


	The park was monitored on a regular basis and any damage repaired.



	Could the crossing outside Highfield Humanities College at the junction be removed, as it was causing congestion and was in a state of disrepair?

	As part of the school development, a small fund had been set aside to renew and upgrade the existing zebra crossing facility. The proposal was to keep the crossing in its current location and to create a new small right turn area for vehicles turning in to Lindale Gardens, to help reduce some of the queuing. Highfield Road resurfacing works were due to commence on 16th August and this work would be carried out at the same time. 


	Could trees be planted between the Halfway House and Sandgate?


	Trees could be planted onto Squires Gate Lane between the Halfway House and Sandgate, providing there were grass verges available. If verges were not available, the costs for constructing pits were too expensive.



	Could the planters be removed at Cairns Court?


	The planters at Cairns Court junction had been removed, as per request.



	Who dealt with the applications
www.fillthathole.org.uk
www.fixmystreet.com/, who appeared to be filling potholes in the area?


	The information was passed to the Highways team and a log raised. The job was inspected and appropriate action taken to repair/monitor the situation. There were many applications available and the Neighbourhoods team was exploring love.cleanstreets.org, which residents were encouraged to use and test.


	Entrance to Ballam Avenue – would
the old signs be removed and 

new ones put in their place?


	Any redundant signage was to be removed as part of the scheme to improve signage. A site inspection would be carried out to ensure no unnecessary signs remained.



	There were no visible speed / speed limit signs on Squires Gate Lane. Could any go up on the lamp posts?


	This would not be possible, due to the road having a 30 miles per hour limit. The Department for Transport did not allow 30 miles per hour signs to erected in built up areas, except where speed limits changed. This was to avoid confusing drivers. Built up areas plus street lighting were 30 miles per hour, unless otherwise signed. 
There had been some enforcement action by the Police in the area.

	There had been another serious incident involving a bus at the Squires Gate Lane and Lindale Gardens junction. Could Blackpool Transport be approached to look at the direction of traffic? 


	It was Blackpool Transport's decision where to route buses and the Council could not instruct them as to routes (unless roads were restricted by traffic orders). However, the route of the number 5 bus was to be reversed from August, to travel in the direction from the Halfway House to Lindale Gardens.


	There was an issue with buses not being able to pull in properly to the bus stop opposite the Halfway House, therefore causing traffic problems and safety issues for people who had to go onto the road to get the bus. Could the route of the number 5 bus be reversed and the bus stop moved up? 


	Routing responded to as above. The Council was looking at the lay out of the bus stop. It was anticipated that the change to the direction of the number 5 route might have a positive impact on the issue. 


	The ‘Give Way’ sign on Balham Ave was obliterated by a tree, so it could not be seen on approach to the junction. Was it a safety issue?  


	The Council would look at the Give Way sign and if it was obscured, the tree would be pruned. If the tree was in the highway, it would be done by the Council. If it was on private land, the owner would be given the opportunity to do it, but the Council could act and recharge if it was not done in a reasonable time. 

It was raised that the position of the sign had changed, which is what had caused the problem. Mr Edwards would report this to EON.



	Guard rails at the corner of junctions were being taken away (apparently due to Project 30). There was concern that might cause safety issues. Was it happening? If so, why? 


	Project 30 was not removing guardrails. As each traffic signal site was renewed by the Street Lighting and Traffic Signals Private Funding Initiative (PFI) contract, an assessment was carried out to see what guard railings were required for safety purposes. Only those identified as being required for clear safety reasons would be replaced. Previously, much guard railing had been used for other reasons (for example to stop vehicles driving across a footway to access a forecourt) and often these issues could be dealt with in other ways. Excessive use of guard railing could result in much clutter and in some cases could have an adverse effect on safety. There was no evidence that sites where guard railing had been removed following a careful assessment had any worse safety record, either in Blackpool or nationally.



	It was requested that a representative from the Highways Department attend the Forum, to consult with residents regarding the proposed redraft to the junction between St Anne’s Road and Watson Road.

	The decision to proceed with these works had already been made by the Portfolio Holder following an extensive consultation. The signals contractors had been instructed to proceed. The design was such that it would not affect traffic flows to and from the town centre along major routes. 
Mr Edwards was to address this further.



Mr Edwards presented the works which were due to be carried out at the junction of St Anne’s Road, Watson Road and Marton Drive.
Blackpool had released the maintenance of all its signal junctions and street lighting to a private organisation, which was planning to update the traffic signal equipment at this junction, as the existing equipment was old and outdated, which resulted in higher maintenance costs to keep the signal junction operating. This provided an opportunity for the Council to make improvements to the pedestrian facilities and operation of the junction at low additional cost.

All of the existing equipment was to be replaced, including the signal heads, road markings and other equipment, such as guardrail, if necessary. This would provide updated technology and more energy efficient equipment. It was proposed that the new junction incorporate signal controlled pedestrian facilities to help people on foot to cross at the junction, which the current 5-arm layout did not have. Also, due to the Yeadon Way overpass, the layout of the existing junction meant that right turning manoeuvres from St. Annes Road could be difficult, resulting in vehicles being left ‘stranded’ in the middle of the junction after the signals had turned to red. The proposal was to re-shape the junction to remove the eastern arm of Watson Road and create a new 4-arm signal junction. This would enable the pedestrian crossing points to be located closer to the junction and reduce the overall time each stage of the signals requires. The rearrangement of the signals would simplify the right turn from St. Annes Road and assist drivers road positioning whilst undertaking this manoeuvre.

Residents of Watson Road had previously raised concerns regarding the speed of traffic using this section of road and it was felt that much of this was due to ‘cut-through’ traffic. The measures would not directly control traffic speed along Watson Road, but the overall reduction in traffic was hoped to be of benefit. It was proposed that nibs be built into the junction, thereby bringing St Annes Road and Marton Drive closer together, enabling pedestrian crossings to be added. Also, by removing one of the arms from the signal junction, this would offset the time required for the new pedestrian facilities to be included. 
Timescales for signal junctions in the South Shore Forum area were as follows:

· St. Annes Road / Marton Drive – Aug/September 2013

· Spen Corner – Waterloo Rd /Ansdell Road – October 2013

· Squires Gate Lane /Lytham Road – November 2013

· Promenade /Waterloo Road – December 2013

· Lytham Road / Highfield Road – January 2014

· Oxford Square – January/February 2014

Questions / issues from the floor

The accident record of pedestrians using the junctions at St Anne’s Road, Watson Road and Marton Drive was queried. Mr Edwards advised that the request for pedestrian crossings was not as a result of accidents, but to enable access. Whilst Watson Road East was a bus route, it did not have to be used by all traffic to and from town, but it was currently being used as a cut through. Concerns were raised that Watson Rd East would continue to be a through route and that traffic would just be diverted down other streets. 

A concern was raised regarding the junction of Midgeland Road and Progress Way, as undertaking right turns was considered dangerous and there had already been a number of fatalities. The Forum was advised that the Private Funding Initiative (PFI) contractor was required to undertake an assessment of accidents that had happened. New signal heads had been installed, but the layout had not dramatically changed. The PFI contractor was to be asked to look at this. Residents were asked to advise the Council of dates and times when safety issues occurred. 
A resident stated that she was grateful for work that was due to take place on the junctions at St Anne’s Road, Watson Road and Marton Drive, as there were many children and pedestrians that needed to cross the road at that point.

In terms of the bus stop outside the Health Centre on Lytham Road and the relocation cost of  £10,000, it was queried why the bus stop could not be left in its current position and the pedestrian crossing moved, as the problems had not been caused by the bus stop, but the combination of where they were placed together. Mr Edwards would investigate the issue. A breakdown of how the figure of £10,000 had been reached was also to be requested. 
It was queried how the right turn into Lindale Gardens was going to be achieved. The Forum noted that a small area could be removed from the grass verge opposite the school, which would create enough room for vehicles to pass by. It was hoped that adding marking to the highway would encourage people to pull over as far as they could, which would help traffic flow.
A resident asked if the removal of railings was a black and white issue or if it was open for discussion. The Forum noted that every junction was assessed on its own merit. The little white cottage (Blowing Sands) on Common Edge Road was mentioned as an example of how guard railings would not be erected just to protect a listed building and if the guard rail needed to be replaced, the councillors’ ward budget would need to be utilised, or an application submitted to the Civic Trust.
It was questioned if facilities for cyclists would be provided at the new junctions at St Anne’s Road, Watson Road and Marton Drive. The Council was encouraging the contractors to put them in where possible and, as a result, it was hoped that a plan would be produced that included them. If it did not, the Council would query with the contractor.  

It was queried why the green space opposite Highfield Road School had not been used for traffic to pull off. The Highways Department had been informed that the money relating to the school build had to be spent within the school boundary wall. 
Concern was raised over the state of the overgrown grounds at Hawes Side Library. A member of the Neighbourhoods team had trimmed back the foliage several months ago, but there was a question as to whether it was a Council-owned property, or under the ownership of the Primary Care Trust, which meant that the Council did not have an automatic right to access the property.  It was queried if community payback could be used to tidy the land and the Neighbourhoods team would request a Land Registry search to identify ownership. 
An issue was raised regarding the maintenance of the grounds at the Solaris Centre, as it appeared untidy. Mrs Robinson would approach the Solaris Centre about this. 
The Neighbourhoods team was thanked for the removal of the planters from Cairn Court, which had been obstructing views of oncoming traffic when turning from Squires Gate Lane onto Cairn Court. 

Councillor Green and Councillor Cox were in discussions with the Solaris Centre to have children’s facilities installed. It was hoped that a friends group could be set up and the councillors were working with the management group to see how this could be done.
The Forum was then asked to vote on the priorities for the next 3 months and also to indicate if they believed their attendance and involvement with the work of the Form was helping to make the South Shore area a better place to be. Results were:

	
[image: image1.emf]What are the priorities for the Forum 

for the next three months?

1 2 3 4

22%

31%

18%

29%

1. Dog fouling 

2. Noise nuisance 

and Anti Social 

Behaviour

3. Fly tipping and 

refuse in back 

alleys

4. Littering


	
[image: image2.emf]I believe that my attendance and 

involvement with the work of the Forum is 

helping to make The South Shore area a 

better place to live? 

1 2

19%

81%

1. Yes

2. No




3. Area Forum Funding
The Chairman advised the Forum that following contributions from Blackpool Council, NHS Blackpool and Blackpool Coastal Housing Limited the Forum had a remaining budget of £30,999.92  to spend on community projects. 
The Forum was then asked to vote on three funding applications:

	Applicant
	Amount (£)
	Purpose
	Beneficiaries/ Ward
	Other funding sources
	Timescales

	Our Lady of the Assumption Community Centre
	£7860.00
	Refurbish male and female toilet facilities (plumbing, draining, fixtures & fittings etc), repair leaking roof.
	Mainly Stanley ward, but open to people across all 3 wards. Used for community purposes. 
	N/a
	Asap

	St Mary’s Scout Group
	£6000.00
	To provide equipment including: tents x 12, cooking & camping equipment (stoves, gas cookers, Beauclaire cooker, pans, utensils etc), camping chairs/stools x 50, tables x 5, visi jackets, digital cameras x 9, laptop x 1.
	People across all 3 wards. 

Beavers, cubs, scouts (current total 62).
	Fundraising from sponsored events, raffles etc
	Asap

	Friends of Highfield Park
	£2422.00
	Pavillion Improvements – renewing 7 windows and treating rotten timber.  
	People across all 3 wards. Open to all members of the community.
	Funding from Friends Group
	Asap (work to be completed within next 12 months)


Mr Davis spoke on behalf of the application from Our Lady of the Assumption Community Centre, Mrs Hough spoke on behalf of St Mary’s Scout Group and Mr Pennington spoke on behalf of the Friends of Highfield Park. 
The results of the votes were:
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The Chairman advised the Forum that the deadline for receipt of completed applications was 5pm on Friday 18th October 2013 for them to be considered at the next Forum meeting on Wednesday 23rd July 2013. This Forum would be held at Highfield Humanities College, subject to availability.  
The meeting closed at 8.15pm. 

